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2012 Austin Gorilla Run to Feature New Silverback Block Party

Local restaurant, brewery and live music highlight new post-race-party benefiting 

Mountain Gorilla Conservation Fund
Austin, TX – On Saturday, January 21, 2012, at 9AM, more than 1,000 humans dressed as gorillas will run, ride and walk a 5K course through downtown Austin within the Dog Pound Loop as part of the 2nd annual Austin Gorilla Run.  Don’t have a gorilla suit?  No need to worry, just register for the run at www.austingorillarun.com and choose the size suit you’d like…it is yours to keep!

This year the race -- which benefits the Mountain Gorilla Conservation Fund (MGCF) -- will include a new post-race street party, food provided by Fado Irish Pub, locally brewed Silverback Pale Ale by Thirsty Planet Brewing Company and two local live bands Achachay and Speak.
The run’s start/finish line takes place in front of RunTex at 1st Street and Riverside Drive.  The post-race party will take place outside of Fado Irish Pub at 4th and Lavaca St.  All Gorilla Run participants and their guests will enjoy all the food, beverages, awards ceremony and live music at the Silverback Block Party. 

“This year we are taking the party outside,” says MGCF founder Frank Keesling, “it’ll allow us to accommodate the growing number of runners and their friends, and add some new excitement to the event.”

Keesling’s MGCF is a non-profit organization that provides veterinary services to highly endangered Mountain Gorillas in Uganda, Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. The group was founded by Keesling ‘s mother, Ruth Morris Keesling, who was a close friend of famed gorilla researcher Dian Fossey. Popularized in the movie Gorillas in the Mist, Fossey was murdered by gorilla poachers in 1985.

In 1986 Keesling launched the MGCF to continue Fossey’s efforts. At the time there were only 248 Mountain Gorillas left in the world. Thanks to help from the MGCF and other organizations, there are now approximately 790 alive in the wild today. Mountain Gorillas are one of the planet’s closest relatives of humans and share 98.6% of a human’s DNA. They do not survive in captivity and cannot be seen anywhere but in the wilds of Africa. 

In 1986 the MGCF built the world’s first "on-location" veterinary center for the protection of endangered animals. Twenty expatriate veterinarians have served in that gorilla veterinary center, which now teaches veterinary medicine to locals aiding gorillas. 

MGCF is now building the new Ruth Morris Keesling Center of Wildlife Heath and Medicine, which will triple the size of MGCF’s current veterinary capacity. It is scheduled to open in the summer of 2012. 

The Denver Gorilla Run is a Guinness World Records holder for its 1,061 “people dressed as gorillas”.  Be part of Guinness World Records and break Denver’s record!  Technically Austin participants and organizers only need 1,100 to officially beat the record. 

The entry fee for the 2012 race ranges from $35 for returning runners to $99 for newcomers.  The fee includes race venue, a gorilla suit to keep and admission to the Silverback Block Party.  On-line registration is open at www.austingorillarun.com and late comers may register and receive a gorilla suit on race day.  Registration opens at 7AM.
“It’s quite a sight to see humans dressed as gorillas running through the city limits of Austin,” Keesling says of the race. “We are keeping Austin weird in a fun environment for kids and singles to families and business groups.”

“Sadly,” he adds, “there are more runners than there are mountain gorillas alive in the world. But we can proudly count the mountain gorilla as the only primate on the planet whose numbers are growing. We couldn’t help these majestic creatures without the Gorilla Run and the financial support of our sponsoring businesses.”

For more information about the event go to www.austingorillarun.com or contact MGCF at 303-808-5286.      
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The Mountain Gorilla Conservation Fund is dedicated to the conservation and protection of the highly endangered Mountain Gorillas in Africa, the preservation of their habitat, and working with the people around the National Parks.
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